MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY SCHOOLS’ COMPUTER
NETWORK/INTERNET ACCEPTABLE USE
AGREEMENT
Computer Network/Internet access is now available for students and teachers.
We are very pleased to bring computer network/Internet system access to the Middlebury
Community Schools and believe that it offers vast, diverse, and unique resources to both
students and staff. Our goal in providing this service is to promote educational excellence
in schools through innovation, communication, and resource sharing. This agreement is
consistent with the mission statement of our school system.
The primary purpose of providing access to its computer network/Internet system is to
allow Middlebury Community Schools’ students, faculty, and administration the privilege
of using a unique educational resource. However, this access brings the availability of
material not suitable for school purposes. The Middlebury Community Schools and its
employees have taken precautions to avoid direct links to unsuitable materials. It is
impossible to control all materials on a global network, and an industrious user may
discover controversial information. We firmly believe the valuable information and
interaction on this worldwide network far outweigh the possibility that users may obtain
material not consistent with the educational goals of the school district.
The purpose of this Agreement is to ensure that all who access Middlebury Community
Schools’ computer network/Internet system will use this unique resource appropriately.
This Agreement establishes an acceptable use philosophy and standard of conduct to
which all Internet and network users must subscribe and follow any time they access the
computer network/Internet system regardless of the location from which the user is
operating. This Agreement applies to each user of an account provided by the Middlebury
Community Schools. It is the user’s own responsibility to comply with these “rules of the
road.” Use of the school corporation’s computer network/Internet system demands that
users adhere to the following requirements.
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REQUIREMENTS
At school, responsible users shall not:
• use the school corporation computer network/Internet system to perform any act that
may be construed as immoral, illegal, or unethical, including unauthorized access to
other systems or sites.
• deliberately cause damage to computer equipment or to software or help others to do
the same.
• cause or attempt to harm, modify or destroy another user’s data, information or
materials.
• exchange or use other user’s account password or other access codes.
• intentionally upload, download or create a computer virus.
• harass other users. Harassment includes, but is not limited to, sending unwanted email, participating in conversations or chat rooms in which the theme or essence
includes sexual, racial or ethnic slurs and innuendoes. (This will be considered a 3rd
level violation)
• under no circumstances should a user send or cause to be sent via internet e-mail or
any other media, information of a personal identifying nature – his or her own or
that of any other person (e.g. Names, addresses, phone numbers, etc.). Remember,
e-mail is not a private file!
• deliberately access inappropriate materials or show others how to do the same. If
any user should find or learn that another user has found materials that may be
deemed inappropriate or illegal, the user shall refrain from downloading or
otherwise transferring the material, and the user shall not identify or share the
location of the material with any user other than the appropriate adult in charge.
• buy or sell products or services on the Internet.
At school, responsible users shall:
• respect the privacy rights of other users’ files and not access or view those files
without the owner’s clearly stated permission.
• respect and uphold copyright laws
• follow the direction of the appropriate adult in charge and follow the established
procedures to access the computer system.
• seek the advice of the appropriate adult in charge if questions arise.
• be polite and use no abusive or offensive language.
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RESPONSIBILITIES
The user assumes full responsibility for the consequences of his or her own actions and
activities while connecting or being connected to the computer network/Internet system.
All student users of adequate age and their parents and guardians must sign the
Middlebury Community Schools’ Computer Network/Internet Acceptable Use Agreement.
There are to be no exceptions and a student who fails to provide the school with an
appropriately signed agreement will forfeit their access privileges. To ensure user
compliance with these guidelines, the corporation reserves the right to examine and to
access student held computer disks and floppies, files, and accounts, as well as all data
stored in the machines involved in the Internet or network.
CONSEQUENCES
Users of the Middlebury Community School Corporation computer network/Internet
system should be aware that they are embarking into an electronic global community and
their actions reflect upon the reputation of their school.
• All users have the responsibility of complying to a strict ethical and legal standard
of conduct.
• All instances of abuse will be reviewed by the Building Principal or his/her
designee.
• Anyone abusing the connection will be suspended from computer network/Internet
system access and may be subjected to further disciplinary action and/or, if
appropriate, a fine, jail sentence, or any combination of the preceding consequences.
• Other disciplinary actions may include, but are not necessarily limited to, removal
from the activity for the balance of the exercise, removal from class, after school
detention, in-school or out-of-school suspension, or expulsion.
The Middlebury Community Schools prohibits the illegal distribution, copying, pirating,
of possession of software in violation of the copyright laws. Anyone transferring such
files through the computer network/Internet system or anyone whose accounts are found to
contain such files shall lose the privilege of using the service in accord with the abovedescribed consequences. Also, such offenders may be turned over to the appropriate law
enforcement agency. In some instances, the electronic transfer of certain materials is
illegal and punishable by a fine, jail sentence, or both.
VANDALISM
Vandalism will result in the cancellation of privileges and any additional disciplinary action
deemed appropriate. Vandalism is defined as intentionally defacing, disassembling, or
destroying any part of the computer hardware. Students are not to move any cables,
switches, and plugs associated with the network. Vandalism also includes any attempt to
harm or destroy data of another user, the MCS network, the Internet, or any other connected
agency or network. This includes, but is not limited to, intentional uploading,
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downloading or creation of computer viruses. Payment for repair or replacement of
damaged hardware, or for services needed to undo software changes, may be required of
the offender.
WARRANTY
Middlebury Community Schools makes no warranties of any kind, express or implied, for
the services it is providing or for the reliability of the data connection. The Middlebury
Community Schools will neither be responsible for any damages incurred to any
equipment, software, or to any other materials not owned and housed at one of its
educational facilities nor will it be liable for the actions of any user whether while
accessing or while connected to the computer system, including the Internet or network,
including but not limited to, any loss or corruption of data, service interruptions, user
errors or omissions, or for the consequences whether resulting directly or indirectly from a
user’s access to any Internet site or service, or for any other service failures or access
problems. The corporation takes no responsibility for any information, materials,
programs, or files transferred through the computer system, including the Internet and
network. Each user shall assume full responsibility for their actions associated with the
user’s computer system use. Middlebury Community Schools is not responsible for any
financial obligations resulting from use of school corporation resources and accounts to
access the Internet.
To the extent that proprietary rights in a work product would vest in the student upon
creation, I agree to assign those rights to the Corporation.
The Middlebury Community Schools reserves the right to change this Agreement. Notice
of any revisions of those rules will be made available in the same manner as are the
policies of the corporation, the rules and regulations of the individual school buildings, and
the student handbooks.
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